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Spring 2007

Thanks and good luck …………….

 to Joe and Sharon Foran.  Joe was a long-time resident at Longmeadow and has most recently served as President of the Board of Directors.  Joe and Sharon are expecting another baby and this newest addition to the family necessitated a home with more space.  We’d like to thank Joe for all of his hard work for Longmeadow and wish him good luck in the future.  Joe just recently turned his president’s gavel over and the Board voted Ruth Nappe to the position of President of the Board.  The Board also asked Monica Foran to serve out Joe’s term on the Board and she was voted in as member-at-large.  Monica has lived at Longmeadow since 1976, served on the Board of Directors for 19 years, and as President of the Board for many years.  Her experience will be a welcome addition.  Kit Kaolian will now serve in the position of Secretary of the Board.  Lenny Mobilio remains as Vice President and Bette Carlson as Treasurer.

! IMPORTANT - Save The Date !
The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held on Sunday, June 24, at 7:00 p.m. in the clubhouse.  Before the meeting, you will receive a proxy and agenda from Rolar Management.  As has been done in the past, an audited copy of the 2006 finances will be available at the meeting.  Due to the change in the Bylaws adopted at the 2006 meeting, we need an even higher number of attendees or proxies returned than we have had in the past.  If you plan on being away or know you can’t make it to the meeting, please be sure to sign your proxy and drop it in the mail slot at the clubhouse or give it to a Board member before the meeting.    

For new owners or people who have never attended, the Annual Meeting is a once-a-year meeting of the Association where all business not of a personal nature is conducted.  The meeting includes a review of Association finances, an outline of current and future projects, election to the Board of Directors (2007 is where two of five members are elected) and an open question and answer period for old and new business.

Plowing…Trees, etc.          [image: image2.wmf]
Yes!  We know….plowing/shoveling for the last ice storm was horrible.  Board members live at Longmeadow and, just like you, were stuck with unplowed roads and unshoveled/unsanded walks.  Here’s a little background on how things work:  When the Board puts a contract for seasonal services (plowing, landscaping, tree cutting, etc.) out to bid it goes through many steps before the final decision is made.  Longmeadow requires that all insurance/bond certificates/registrations are up-to-date and valid and that we are given a list of equipment that will be used for the job.  Rolar Management coordinates the weeding-out process by judging the contractor’s services vs. Longmeadow’s requirements.  All references given by the contractor are checked.  At this point, the Board reviews the various bids for the job at hand and makes a decision.  

The decision is NOT based on lowest price but on all of the above plus any past experience we may have had with a contractor – did they do the work according to the contract and in a timely fashion?  Did they work efficiently?  Is their equipment up-to-date and in good working condition?  Did they cause any problems on the property that we know about?

Top-Gun had the references and the equipment to do the job that Longmeadow required.  They didn’t perform according to Longmeadow’s expectations.  It always takes a new contractor some time to get used to our property with all the roadways and the 4 miles of sidewalks, and the Board was willing to forgive mistakes made with the first ice storm.  However, the expectations were that by the second ice storm the contractor would be up to speed.  Rolar and Board members spent two days trying to reach the contractor to no avail.  Out of desperation, we hired a local teen to help shovel some areas that had not been touched and Bob Austin helped out with 

Plowing, Trees, cont’d:

sand/salt.  Top Gun will not be asked to return when the plowing contract for the 2007-2008 winter season is put out to bid in the summer.
Trees cut and trimmed in the fall/winter of this year were handled by a separate contractor (as is the landscaping).  During 2006, we lost a number of trees around the property.  Some of these trees had the potential to cause major damage to property, which we were lucky to avoid.  The Board hired a certified, licensed tree arborist to inspect the trees on the property and tell us what needed to be done.  In other areas, the new roofing project necessitated the trimming of trees/shrubs that were in the way or a danger to the roofing contractors.  Much of the trimming that was done seems drastic at the moment, but the trimmed sections will fill in when new growth is seen.  Many residents were upset because trees that they liked were removed or trimmed.  In most cases, these trees had rot or limbs that were a potential hazard and had to be removed.  In other cases, limbs were removed to allow new growth and open up areas for sunlight to reach the grass.  As with most items, we relied on the experts to give us their advice on this matter and followed their suggestions for removal/trimming.  Longmeadow will look better after this first (slightly drastic) culling.
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    Roofing

Roofing is proceeding apace. The next set of buildings to be roofed this spring will be 16-28 JD, 48-58 GW, and 2-24 SW (not necessarily in that order).  There will be additional buildings roofed throughout 2007 and we will keep you posted with a progress report.

When your building is scheduled to be worked on, you will receive a notice in your mailbox.  Please note that at that time all patios must be cleared of tables, chairs, and anything movable.  (*You may leave these items in the BACK grassy areas during the duration.)  The Association and the roofers are not responsible for moving your belongings nor for any plantings that may ruined during construction.

Along with roofing, we are replacing gutters and downspouts, chimney surrounds, flashing, and soffits.  In some areas, entire chimneys need replacing, some venting of upstairs bathrooms needs to be replaced, 

    Roofing, cont’d:
and in other areas part of the vinyl siding has to be torn off and replaced.  This is not a regular roof replacement project as you would have on a home but more along the lines of major renovations to our roofing system.  When your roof is being worked on, Bob Austin will be in touch with you directly to schedule a time to get into your attic space for any work that may be required.  

Note:  Attic space will become messy (sawdust).  Anything of value should be covered during this project.

In addition to the five buildings which were finished in 2006/2007, the Board hopes to have an additional 6 buildings finished during the 2007 year, weather permitting.  Please have patience as the contractors work their way around the complex.  The buildings that are in the most need of repair are being completed during the first phase of the project.  The order of work is at the discretion of the professionals.

ALERT! TAKE NOTICE:

Unfortunately, there have been a number of car break-ins at Longmeadow over the winter months.  Many of us who have lived here a long time leave our cars unlocked and never think twice about it.  A number of cars were “tossed:”  some had radios removed, and still others were missing change, CD’s, etc.  

The Board of Directors requested additional police patrols in the evenings, but this will not solve the problem.  Please lock your car doors and keep an eye out for suspicious activity in the parking lots.  

At the Annual Meeting this year we will attempt to get the Neighborhood Watch off the ground again.  We need residents to get involved and perhaps this latest round of vandalism will make people concerned enough to pay attention.

Our Website
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Our website will soon have a  new location with an easier address to remember and have additional content, thanks to the hard work of Kit Kaolian and Bob Fiore.  Please contact Kit with pictures, ideas, or information that you feel need to be included on the website.
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And with the advent of Spring we must issue our quarterly appeal -- Please! Please! Please! Clean up after your dog.  Remember: there is no chaining, 

leashing, or tethering of any animal outside of your unit at any time -- not even if you think your pet is harmless!  Dogs are to be on a leash AT ALL TIMES.  This includes not only your dogs, but your guest’s animals as well!
And just in case anyone needs another reminder – Please -- No food outside for the wild animals.  Not only are you feeding the birds, but also attracting wildlife like skunks, raccoons, muskrats, geese, deer (yes, deer at Longmeadow), and rodents that live in the “protected marshlands” running next to our homes.  Not many people enjoy an encounter with a skunk or wading through goose droppings at the “bird sanctuary” while out for an evening stroll.
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Gardens, Flowers and Shrubs

The goal for all condominium life is to keep the grounds and buildings looking as uniform as possible, while at the same time allowing owners to express some individualism.  To that end, you will find attached a copy of the Garden Rules and Regulations.  Please note that the Board must approve all planting of shrubs or bushes before anything is put in place.  If a type of bush or shrub is used that is not on the approved list of plantings, you will be requested to remove it at your expense.  If it is not removed in a timely fashion, it will be removed by Longmeadow and you will be billed for the work done.  **Remember you do not own the outside shrubs and trees – these are the property of the Association at large.

Please keep all flowers and edgings to an appropriate height and away from sidewalks.  Due to liability concerns, flowerpots should not be left on the sidewalk or on the walkway to your steps – unless it is out-of-the-way.  Flowers and 

Gardens, cont’d:

edging are placed “at your own risk” – if work must be done to your unit and your flowers are in the way, workers will not worry about ruining the flowers or edging.  Vegetables should be kept in pots–any trailing vegetable such as cucumbers will most likely be ruined during landscaping.  Landscapers are also not responsible for tending to the flowers you plant.

Also, if you intend to create a back garden, please note that back gardens may only extend 2 feet past the patio.  

Barrels, which are located at various intervals throughout the complex, may be planted with annuals by the residents.  Please be sure to take care of these once planted –watering 1-3 times per week --and clean them up a the end of the season.  Please don’t plant if you don’t want to care for them during the season.
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Work Requests, Maintenance and Emergencies

Requests for maintenance should be addressed directly with Rolar Management by filling out a work request form.  Work request forms can be found on the outside of the clubhouse in the black mailbox.  Once filled in, please keep one copy for your records and place the balance of the forms in the gold slot at the clubhouse.  You will hear back from Rolar within a reasonable amount of time concerning your request.  Please don’t address maintenance items verbally with any of the workers you see around the complex.  They can’t handle the problem – and are not responsible for reporting it to the management company.  Every work request is scheduled through Rolar Management.  Emergencies should be called in immediately to Rolar Management at 387-9700.


Important Contact Information

The following numbers are to help you when you need to decide who to call or how to take action:

In Case of:

EMERGENCY, fire or health…Call 911

Gas Leaks………  Call 1-800-513-8898

Urgent maintenance issues, 

  such as frozen pipes, no 

  water,  running water………………  ………………………Call Rolar 387-9700

Other non-urgent repairs………………..

…………………………….Fill out work request

Landscaping issues……………………

…………………….Fill out work request

Plowing issues..Call Rolar 387-9700

General comments…………..………..

…………………………………….Write your Board

Contact Us
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Note:  Not all phone numbers are listed in the phone book.

Your Board of Directors: 

Ruth Nappe, President, 38 JD

rnappe@optonline.net   283-4756

Lenny Mobilio, Vice President, 

19 GW mobilio@sbcglobal.net  878-9994

Bette Carlson, Treasurer, 74 SW

Yukicar@aol.com   877-0605

Kit Kaolian, Secretary, 48 SW

kit@aeropix.net  783-9550

Monica Foran, Member-at-Large, 57 GW monicaforan@optonline.net  

874-8577

Rolar Management            387-9700

Longmeadow Condominium Association

Garden Rules and Regulations

April 2003

FRONT GARDENS:

Shrubbery:

1. Planting of any shrubbery is NOT allowed except by written approval of the Board.

Edging:

1. Edging may only have the look of stone or brick.  The edging materials may be made of stone, brick, plastic or concrete.

2. Edging may NOT stick above the ground more than 6 inches.

3. Edging must be of neutral colors such as terra cotta, natural stone, brick or green.

4. All edging must conform to the original dimension of the front garden area.  Residents may NOT increase the garden area without written permission from the Longmeadow Board of Directors.

5. Wire edging, fancy plastic or picket fencing, etc., is NOT allowed.

Mulching:

1. All mulch must be of natural brown coloration (i.e. Natural Cedar).

2. NO gravel, rocks or stones.

Trellises/Arbors:

1. Trellises or arbors are NOT allowed.

Shepherd Hooks:

1. A maximum of 2 removable shepherd hooks will be allowed.

Solar Lights:

1. Low intensity solar lights are acceptable with no more than 4 lights per unit.  Lights must be placed inside garden perimeter only.  Those placed along unit walkways or in lawn area will NOT be permitted and WILL be removed.

2. Only white or clear bulbs or lens will be allowed.

3. No permanent garden lights (hard wired).

Wind Chimes:

1. One (1) wind chime is permitted.

Windsocks:

1. One (1) windsock per unit on porches only.

Flowers:

1. Early spring bulbs or rhizomes (such as crocus, tulips, iris) will be allowed.

2. Small, colorful annual flowers (such as geraniums, impatiens, etc.) may be planted.

3. NO large flowers (such as sunflowers or hollyhocks, etc.)

4. All summer and fall annuals must be removed by November 1st.

NOT ALLOWED:

1. Statuary of any kind.

2. Garden flags.

3. Artificial flowers.

4. Large pots or urns exceeding 12” in diameter/square.

5. No planters on sidewalks or lawn areas.

6. Nothing is to hang from any tree (i.e., windsocks, plants, etc.)

7. Residents are not allowed to use any chemicals other than a standard fertilizer in front or rear gardens (i.e., no mothballs, etc.).

8. Recycle bins are NOT to be stored in the front of the unit.

BACK GARDENS:
Much more latitude is allowed in the back gardens.  We ask that you be as considerate of your neighbors as you would want them to be to you.  

Please be aware:  Items placed in the rear of all units are placed at your own risk.  Should maintenance be necessary, items may need to be removed at your expense.

Save This Sheet For Future Reference!





Do you have something you’d like to share for the newsletter? 


Please share with residents by dropping off copy with Ruth Nappe, 38 JD.





Do you have an interesting photo of Longmeadow for the website?  


Any old pictures you’d like to share?  Please contact Kit Kaolian, 48 SW.








